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REPORT
More than 30,000 lives have been taken by gun 
violence in the U.S. since 32 people were shot to 
death at Virginia Tech on April 16, 2007. 

On the first anniversary of those killings, the 
worst school shooting in the nation’s history, 
more than 100 Wisconsin residents joined 
thousands of others across the country to 
memorialize the victims and issue anew the call 
for solutions.

After policy makers and gun violence prevention 
activists spoke at news conferences in the 
rotundas of Milwaukee’s City Hall and the 
Capitol in Madison, people of all ages and 
backgrounds spoke from their hearts by paying 
tribute in silence.  

At each location, 32 persons laid down on the 
floor.  They wore ribbons in the school’s colors, 
made by the victims’ families, survivors, and 
friends in the Virginia Tech community.  Others 
looked on as the lie-in spoke for them:  We 
remember the victims...now we must do what we can to 
stem the tide of gun violence in our communities.

Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort mobilized the local 
memorials and is deeply grateful to those who helped 
send the powerful message.  

Remember the Victims -- Call for Solutions
Virginia Tech Memorials Pay Silent Tribute, Raise Awareness

Milwaukee area 
residents memorialized 
the Virginia Tech 
shooting victims at  
City Hall on April 16

Many of the participants have been involved in the 
postcard campaign for background checks on all gun 
transactions in the state (see page two for an update 
about this campaign and for information about a 
new initiative for microstamped identification of gun 
cartridges.)

The events gained widespread media attention, 
including numerous radio and television news segments 
and print articles.  

A stirring photo of the City Hall lie-in dominated the 
front page of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel the next 
day.  Feature photos also appeared on the front pages of 
The Badger Herald and The Daily Cardinal in Madison.

We remember the victims... 
now we must do what we can to stem  
the tide of gun violence.The lie-in at the  Capitol in Madison 
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Postcard Campaign Continues
Support Background Checks  
on All Gun Transactions
Nearly half of all gun transactions in Wisconsin 
occur in the “secondary” gun market with no 
background check, no identification required, 
and no record of 
the sale.  These 
unregulated sales are 
legal, even though 
they create a source 
of guns for young 
people, felons and 
others prohibited from purchasing a gun from 
a licensed seller in the “primary” market.

The vast majority of state residents agree that 
background checks should be required for 
all gun transactions.  Hundreds of WAVE’s 
supporters are participating in our statewide 
postcard campaign to make sure legislators 
hear from the people on this issue, not just 
from the gun lobby.  The cards urge support 
for a commonsense solution: applying uniform 
standards to all gun sales and transfers.

To join the campaign send an email to  
wave@WaveEdFund.org  
or call (414) 351-WAVE

Proven Technology  
Microstamping to ID Guns Moves Forward
It may be no surprise that “The Terminator” knows a good crime-solving tool when he sees 
one.  Microstamping, a technology that imprints identifying information on bullet cartridges, 
was mandated in California when Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed that state’s Crime Gun 
Identification Act in October 2007.

Starting in 2010, all new models of semiautomatic handguns sold in California must be 
microstamped by the manufacturer.  That means internal mechanisms of the gun will be 
microstamped so that information identifying the make, model and serial number of the 
weapon is transferred to the cartridge when the gun is fired.

Having such precise information is a huge boost to law enforcement’s ability to trace guns  
used in crime.  Instead of relying on the old methods of matching unintentional cartridge markings left by guns, 
microstamping immediately identifies the particular gun in much the same way a VIN number identifies a particular car.  
Wisconsin Anti-Violence Effort supports microstamping and has begun work toward a similar law for Wisconsin.  Legislators 
and law enforcement officials received background information at briefings WAVE held in Madison and Milwaukee in March.  
State Representative Leon Young has drafted legislation and expects to introduce it when the legislature reconvenes.

Example of a cartridge 
microstamped with specific 
information identifying the gun
Photo courtesy Educational Fund  
to Stop Gun Violence.

“...a well-regulated militia...”

Upcoming Supreme Court Decision  
Will Address 2nd Amendment Issues
For the first time since 1939, when the Supreme Court held that 
the purpose of the 2nd Amendment is to “assure the continuation 
and render possible the effectiveness” of state militias, the justices 
this summer will decide on a case that is directly related to the 2nd 
Amendment. 

Supporters of reasonable gun regulations argue that the 2nd 
Amendment’s “right of the people to keep and bear arms” does not 
trump a community’s right to exercise prudent public safety measures 
when it comes to firearms.  That makes good sense...to most of us.

Extremists from the gun lobby, however, are hoping that this case will 
confirm their long-held belief that the 2nd Amendment allows just 
about anybody to possess or carry any gun, anywhere.

Local and national gun violence prevention organizations, including 
WAVE Educational Fund, closely monitored the oral arguments heard 
by the court in March.  

“We can’t predict with certainty what the court will decide,” said 
WAVE Executive Director Jeri Bonavia.  “Quite possibly, the 
outcome will be limited in scope, and we will maintain our right 
to have reasonable controls on firearms.  Although there could be a 
symbolic shift in the interpretation of the 2nd Amendment, it doesn’t 
appear that this particular case will result in a sea change of any 
sort.  Regardless of the court’s ruling, we will continue our efforts for 
commonsense solutions to gun violence.”

We’ll keep you posted.  Visit www.WaveEdFund.org for updates.
WISCONSIN ANTI-VIOLENCE EFFORT



With Great Appreciation to Those Who Support the Work to Prevent Gun Violence in Wisconsin

RECENT  
DONORS 
(through 4/30/08)

$5000 and above
The Joyce Foundation
Freedom States Alliance
Anonymous Donor

$1000 - $4999
Peter & Sandy Earle
Louis Fortis
Department of Emergency 
Medicine, Medical College 
of Wisconsin
Linneman’s Riverwest Inn
Mark Karlin & Associates
National Honor Society  
of Brown Deer High School

$500 - $999
Jeri Bonavia
Diane Christensen
Gilbert Church
Pete Karas
B & P Partnership
The Brady Campaign
Potawatomi Bingo Casino

$250 - $499
Monika & Marty Bachhuber
Bea & Philip Blank
Bill Christofferson
Susan Karpfinger &  
Grant Gehweiler
Michele Goldstein
Janis Cohn &                   
Dr. Stephen Hargarten
Josh Horwitz
Becky & Kevin Lee
Bernie & Linda Micke
Peg Karpfinger &  
Patrick Moore
Lucia & Jack Murtaugh
Kevin J. O’ Connor,  
Godfrey & Kahn
Erna Schatzman
Olu Sijuwade
Herbert Kohl Charities
Medical College  
of Wisconsin
New England  
Journal of Medicine

$100 - $249
Jeri Rose & Jon Adams
Robert Adams
Leornard & Norma 
Berkowitz
Charlotte Bleistein
Jacqueline Boynton
Thomas Brandstetter
Sandra & William Brown
Anne Channell
Donald & Sandra Chisholm
John & Colleen Chisholm
Jan Eder
Alan Eisenberg
Dr. Richard & Beverly 
Evans
Anthony Ferraro
Sara Spence & Ian Harris
John Johnson
Patti Keating Kahn & 
Chuck Kahn
Jane Karas
Trudy & David Karlson
Maria Karpfinger
Fred Kessler
Frank Kinateder
Mary Lerner
Dean Loumos
Elizabeth Malone
Brooke Maroldi
Jan & Vince Martin
Marilyn Miller
Joan Dimow &  
John Moulder
Mallory O’Brien
Ed & Sue Patschke
Terry Perry
Miriam Reading
Kathy Ronco
Peggy Rose
Phillip Runkel
Dan Ryan
Margit Schatzman
Peter & Jean Sekula
Kathleen Miller &        
Bruce Thompson
Nina Vinik
James & Catherine Vint
Scott Vogel
Karen Yount
David & Virginia Zerwick
Johnson Controls
Two Men and a Truck
Wisconsin Greens  
Educational Fund

$5 - $99
Kathleen Adams
Henry Althoen
Else Ankel
Paul & Diana Bankston
Kathryn Behling
Mickey Beil
Jeff Bentoff
Elizabeth Blair
Clark Blomquist
Russell & Harriett Bohn
Jo Ann Bonk
Bradley Brin
Roger Brooks
Gary Buerstatte
Shirin Cabraal
Jim & Eldeen Carpenter
Mary Carven Byrne
Ray Cary
Fred Cibik
Nancy Clark
Samuel Coulter
Volina Cross
Mortimer Cushman
Michal Ann & Christopher 
Dawson
Frank & Jacqueline Dettloff
Verdell & Jim DeYarman
Lee & Amelia Dinsmore
Frank Egerton
Julie & Jim Enslow
Frank Evans
Sura Faraj
Dean & Victoria Filandrinos
Lucille & Gerhard Fischer
Patricia Foley
J. Alexander Gold
Marty & Mary Golden
Howard Goldstein
James Gramling
Jennifer Gruenwald
Warren Hagstrom
John & Susan Harrington
Deborah Larkey &        
Jack Harris
Robert & Mary Ann Harris
Kathleen Hart
Doug & Joan Haselow
Richard Haymaker
Ann Heidkamp
Sandra Edhland &           
Art Heitzer
B.R. Hellerstein
Joseph Herbert
David Hetzel
Kathleen & Russell Heyer
Andy & Paula Holman
Jack & Jennifer Holmes

Jean Hudlett
Alexander Jacobs
Joan Janus
David Jasenski
Pat Holland &  
Dan Kaemmerer
Halley Karas
Joe Karpfinger
Estelle Katz
Lois Wesener &              
Andrew Kennedy
Richard Kinch
Judith Knight
Joseph Koeller
Vanessa Kuehner
Dr. Jay Larkey
Mary Ann & David Lillich
Annie Salmona &  
Robert Litzau
William Lorentz
Eileen & Carl Lund
Karen Rotker & Leon Lynn
Robert Magill
Margie & Jon Margolies
George Margosian
Audrey Marshall
Diane Martin
Glen Mattison
Laura McNeil
Carolyn Mello
Margaret Miller
Bill Moore
Roy Nabors
Tim Nelson
Janet Olsen
Kristina Paris
Jerry & Chris Patzwald
Carol Pawlak
Patricia Pelrine
Carmen Pitre
Robert Ramczyk Jr.
Gus & Joanne Ricca
Steve & Patricia Rinzel
Greg Schaffer
Mary Ellen Schmidt
Christine Zapf &  
Steve Schultz
Maureen Schweder
Amy Weisbrot &  
Paul Seifert
Bill Sell
Marilyn Shovers
Robert & Edith Silverstein
Dianne Sinnwell
Jeffrey Siuta
Dona Palmer &  
Thomas Spellman
Robert Stanton
Edward & Marianne 
Steigerwald

Linda Stengel
Patti & Dan Stotmeister
Monica Stout
Victoria & Timothy Strattner
Bill Swanson
Jeffrey Sytsma
Nancy & Athan Theoharis
Bianca Tomasini
Sue & Bill Treichel
Lynn Turner
Dan Ullrich
Sheldon Wasserman
Jarvis & Marlene Watkins
Phyllis Wax
Edward & Gloria  
Weiskotten
Suzy Weisman
Gwendolyn & William 
Werner
Percy Werner
Kathleen Westover
Laurel Kohl &               
Ronald White
Carol Holley &            
Gregory Wille
Margaret Williams
Margene & Joseph Woida
Sharon Wolf
Yvonne Zaffiro
Nancy Ziegler
Laurie & Bert Zipperer
Doris Zwickey
Milwaukee Public Theatre
MPS Teens Who Care
Anonymous Donors

In-Kind
Services, goods, auction 
and raffel donations
ACME Enterprises
African Hut
Bader Rutter & Associates
Bartolotta Restaurants
Beans & Barley
Bonnie Blair
Blonde on Blonde
Dr. Bronner
The Bugs
Prof. Joan Burbick
Buzzflash
The Capital Grille
Ceol Cairde
ComedySportz
Prof. Saul Cornell
Barbara Fleming
The Form
Four Points Sheraton 
Milwaukee North
Freedom States Alliance

Marty Hacker &  
Jim Linneman
Matt Hendricks
The Hilton Milwaukee  
City Center
Margaret Holter
Irish Cultural Heritage 
Center of Wisconsin
Koss Corporation
Kurt Schulz Deli
The Lackloves
Landmark Theaters
Joey Leal
Libby Montana Bar & Grill
Jason Loveall
Mark Karlin & Associates
Master Lock
Gail McElroy
Melaniejane
Miller Brewing
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Bucks
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Milwaukee Marauders
Milwaukee Repertory 
Theater
Montmartre
Oriental Landmark III 
Theaters
Overture Center for the 
Performing Arts
Mike Plaisted
Potawatomi Bingo Casino
Amy Rohan
Robin Pluer & Peter Roller
Heidi Rose
Royce & Keedy
Sabor Brazilian       
Churrascaria
Schlotzky’s Deli
John Sieger
Skylight Opera
Southbound
Sprecher Brewing 
Company
St. Croix  
National Gold Club
Stone Creek Coffee
Target
Trader Joe’s
TriCity Bank
Dan Ullrich
Up & Atoms
The UPS Store
Chris Vos
WalMart
Worzella Photography
Bert & Laurie Zipperer

WISCONSIN ANTI-VIOLENCE EFFORT



NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MILWAUKEE, WI 

PERMIT NO. 1885

WAVE Educational Fund, Inc.
P.O. Box 170393
Milwaukee, WI 53217-8031 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Get Involved... What You Can Do to Help

Host a Gathering to Benefit WAVE
» Invite your friends and colleagues to learn more about  
    commonsense solutions to gun violence and how they can 
    support prevention efforts in your community

Join the Campaign for Background Checks
» Details on page two; call or email for postcards

Donate
» Make a donation to WAVE Educational Fund

» Sign up at Pick ’n Save for the Advantage We Care Program  
    and WAVE receives a donation equal to 1% of your 
    purchases; our number is 921575

» Call (414) 351-WAVE

» Email wave@WaveEdFund.org

» Visit www.WaveEdFund.org

Thanks to Everyone...
WAVE’s  
Freedom From 
Gun Violence  
Dinner & Awards

Was a Great Success!
Our inaugural awards ceremony in November was a 
tremendous evening as supporters packed the room 
at the Hilton City Center in Milwaukee.  Thanks 
to everyone who attended and to all the WAVE 
supporters who couldn’t be there.  Honored for their 
contributions to gun violence prevention were:

Creating a State of Peace Leadership Award
Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle

Gun Violence Prevention Partner Award
Milwaukee County D.A. John Chisholm

Rita Martinez Community Activism Award
Cynthia MartinezWAVE Educational Fund, Inc. is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

Board of Directors: Jeri Bonavia, Sandra Brown, Bill Christofferson, Gilbert Church, 
Verdell DeYarman, Peter Earle, Pete Karas (President), Becky Lee, Mary Lerner (Vice-
President), Olusegun Sijuwade (Secretary/Treasurer)

WISCONSIN ANTI-VIOLENCE EFFORT

PEACE through MUSIC
The Music of John Lennon

Sunday, May 25, 2008
7:00 p.m. at Linneman’s Riverwest Inn
1001 E. Locust St., Milwaukee

Featuring these musicians and many others:
The Lackloves         Seamus Holloway        Melaniejane
John Sieger	          Up & Atoms               Blonde on Blonde
Mrs. Fun	          The Form	    The Bugs
Pat MacDonald      The Danglers             Heidi Spencer
Mike Plaisted        The Delta Routine      John Hansen’s X-rays
The Roves             Chris Voss	    Jim Linneman
$10 Donation Benefits WAVE & the Brady Campaign

Don’t Miss the Annual Benefit 
to Prevent Gun Violence!


