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Summary of Findings 

· By nearly  a two to one margin (60% to 32%) , voters oppose changing the law to allow private 
citizens to carry concealed, loaded handguns in public.  

 

· By an almost 3 to 1 margin (60% to 21%), people believe loaded, concealed guns in public would 
make them feel less safe. 

 

· Voters are prepared to vote against a candidate for the legislature who favors this change in the 
law .  More than twice as many voters (48%) indicate they would be less likely to support a candidate who favors 
this law than say they would be more inclined to support that office seeker (23%).  

 

· Legislators should be aware that loosening the requirements for public gun carrying is the exact 
opposite of what voters want.  Nearly unanimously, Wisconsinites believe there should be more, not fewer, 
requirements for public gun carriers, including criminal background checks (93%) and mandatory, "hands on" 
training (90%). 
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Survey Results 
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By nearly a two to one margin, Wisconsin voters are opposed to legalizing the 

carrying of concealed weapons in public. 
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Voters in every region of the state are opposed to the legalization of carrying 

concealed weapons in public. 
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Regardless of gender, Democrats and Independents are opposed to the 

legalization of carrying concealed weapons in public.  Only Republican men are 

in favor. 
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By nearly a 3 to 1 margin, Wisconsin voters say they will feel less safe, not 

safer, if people are carrying loaded guns in public places. 
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Voters in every region of the state will feel less safe with guns in public places. 
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Stunningly large majorities of Democrats, Independents and Republican 

women will feel less safe with guns being carried in public.  Only Republican 

men will feel safer. 
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Politicians who support concealed weapons legislation do so at their own 

political peril.  By a more than 2 to 1 margin, voters will oppose a candidate 

who comes out in favor of the legislation.  
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Opposition to candidates who favor a policy allowing the carrying of concealed 

weapons is strong in every region of the state. 
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While voters oppose the legalization of carrying concealed weapons, they are 

united in support for commonsense public safety legislation.  There is a nearly 

unanimous demand for requiring a background check for either purchasing or 

carrying a gun and for mandatory, "hands on" training. 
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· This survey was conducted by Third Eye Strategies.  Five hundred one randomly selected registered Wisconsin 

voters were drawn from the Catalist voter file and interviewed from 6:00p to 9:00p from May 15th through 

17th. The responses to this survey should be within plus or minus 4.4 percentage points of those that would have 

been obtained from interviewing the entire population of active voters in the state.  

· Regions: 

· Milwaukee County 

· Southeast ð Kenosha, Ozaukee, Racine, Washington, Waukesha 

· GB/Fox Valley ð Brown, Calumet, Door, Fond Du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marquette, 

Outagamie, Sheboygan, Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago 

· North ð Adams, Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Buffalo, Burnett, Chippewa, Clark, Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, 

Florence, Forest, Iron, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 

Monroe, Oconto, Oneida, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Portage, Price, Rusk, Sawyer, Shawano, St. Croix, Taylor, 

Trempealeau, Vilas, Washburn, Wood 

· Southwest ð Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Lafayette, Richland, Rock, 

Sauk, Vernon, Walworth 

Survey Methodology 

WAVE Educational Fund / www.WaveEdFund.org  13 


